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Key milestone reached by Swiss Entrepreneurs Foundation 
 

Fund raises CHF 190 million and begins investing  
 
 
The Swiss Entrepreneurs Fund, launched in February this year by the Swiss 
Entrepreneurs Foundation, has successfully concluded its first round of 
fundraising, in an amount totalling CHF 190 million. In consequence, the fund can 
from August start investing in Swiss start-ups and growth-stage innovative SMEs. 
 
Bern, 2 July 2019 – Subsequent to FINMA approval, a great number of investors contacted the 
two major banks and founding partners of the Swiss Entrepreneurs Fund, Credit Suisse and UBS, 
to express their interest in said fund. Institutional investors appreciate the goals of the Swiss 
Entrepreneurs Foundation and its fund, which aims to strengthen Switzerland’s ecosystem for 
innovation and start-ups. In recent months, Swiss Mobiliar, pension funds and qualified private 
investors have invested capital contributions amounting to CHF 190 million in the fund. 
 
On this basis, the first round of fundraising has been successfully brought to a close. From 
August the fund can as a consequence start taking concrete steps to invest in Swiss start-ups 
and innovative growth-stage SMEs. The wide-ranging ecosystem for start-ups and innovative 
SMEs will be supported in the amount of CHF 120 million through investments in existing funds, 
under a ‘fund of funds’ approach. The fund will invest directly in carefully selected companies that 
have a funding requirement of CHF 5-15 million, their headquarters (or a significant portion of 
their value added) in Switzerland and which are pursuing a global strategy. This type of 
investment is capped at CHF 70 million.  
 
Urs Berger, President of the Foundation Board, had the following to say about the achievement of 
this important milestone: “We are delighted that the fund can start investing from the summer of 
2019. Thanks to the extraordinary cooperation between UBS, Credit Suisse and Swiss Mobiliar, 
our anchor investor, the fund is now in a position to invest in success-bound Swiss companies of 
the future. As announced, Swiss Mobiliar participated in this first round of fundraising, contributing 
a total of CHF 76 million.” 
 
Credit Suisse and UBS as well as the other responsible parties are extremely satisfied with the 
progress made and positively surprised by the amount of interest that the fund is attracting. The 
next round of fundraising is planned for the coming months, with the aim of achieving the target 
amount of CHF 500 million in full. 
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Note to editors:  
 
Swiss Entrepreneurs Fund and Swiss Entrepreneurs Foundation: a unique combination 
 
Launched jointly by the Swiss Entrepreneurs Foundation, Swiss Mobiliar, Credit Suisse and UBS, 
the Swiss Entrepreneurs Fund invests in Swiss start-ups and growth-stage innovative SMEs that 
already have products on the market as well as an established client base. The anchor investor is 
Swiss Mobiliar, whose participation will be a maximum of CHF 100 million, depending on the size 
of the fund. 
 
The fund has a unique connection to the Swiss Entrepreneurs Foundation, which was launched 
by Swiss Mobiliar, Credit Suisse, UBS, the Gebert Rüf Foundation, Wenger & Vieli and Ruedi 
Noser, a Council of States member for the canton of Zurich. The foundation was formed in 2017 
with the help of former Federal Councillor Johann Schneider. Its current patron is Guy Parmelin, 
another Federal Councillor.  
 
The fund can avail itself of the foundation’s other projects such as the SwissEF UpScaler, a 
programme aiming to reduce the time needed to bring innovative technologies to market. This 
has a direct impact on the equity value of the participating companies, in turn increasing the 
performance of the fund.  
 
 
Further information  
www.swissef.ch 
 
 
Freely usable media material:  
www.swissef.ch/en/media-contact/ 
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